Cricket Club Report for the AGM of the Old Wilsonians’ Association December 9th 2025  
The Cricket Club’s season was blighted by the deaths of Ian Pilgrim and Linda Seston.

Ian was the OWCC’s first and, so far, only Life President and with wife Denise, and Alex Forbes, was responsible for the formation of our Colts section, without which the very existence of the Club would have been in doubt.
Many other local clubs merged 30 or so years ago - Old Dunstonians, just down the road, being a good example – in order to avoid going under and we may have had to do the same. 
Ian’s death was sudden and unexpected and sharing a table with him and Denise at the President’s Ball in May was the last time I had a concerted conversation with him. 
The Cricket Club will miss him and our thoughts are now with Denise, Craig and David and the rest of the Pilgrim family. 
Ian was also President of the Association and should have been President of the Football Club. 
Linda’s death was more expected as she endured, a brave fight with Motor Neurone Disease. When her son, Dan, joined our colts’ section, Linda became involved in its running, volunteered for scoring, and when he graduated to the senior sides, followed them, home and away, continuing to be a regular visitor to Hayes right up until her untimely passing.
As for the cricket season itself, the 1st, 2nd and 4th Xls all struggled as far as results were concerned and the 3rd Xl were relegated, the Sunday Development side being our most successful side as far as results were concerned.
However, and despite the indifferent results, the spirit in the Club is as high as ever and we continue to introduce colts to senior cricket to the extent that virtually the entire 1st Xl have graduated through the Colts section. 

As  for the colts themselves,  they continue to enjoy their cricket with six sides, from under 11s to under 17s, playing regular league cricket with the under 11s and under 17s finishing second in their respective divisions.
But by far and away our greatest achievement in 2025 was the development of our Girls and Ladies sections, and a great vote of thanks is due here to Ellie Thomas, who has taken the lead in this important breakthrough for Od Wilsonians cricket. 

We held our AGM on October 29th where Clive Peckover was elected as our new Chair and Alex Forbes our President, so we are not expecting a quiet 2026. 
								Mike Pike, Secretary OWCC 
